7th Grade Science Learning Agreement - Dr. Piccirella
Course Summary: Students will demonstrate scientific inquiry and problem solving by using thoughtful questioning, reasoning strategies and conceptual understandings.  Scientific communications will be utilized to describe aspects of the natural world using accurate data, graphs and other appropriate media.  Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles and theories pertaining to physical and life sciences.  Principles and theories, which pertain to the course, include layers of the earth, earthquakes & volcanoes, rocks & minerals, characteristics of living things, human body systems, genetics, and evolution. Students will participate in laboratory experiments that will challenge their problem solving and analytical skills.

Required materials:
• Writing utensils (pens and pencils), blue or black – no red pens

• A 3 ring loose-leaf binder with 4 dividers (classwork, homework, labs, test/quizzes)
• Homework folder (can be shared with other subjects; ex. filofax folder) 
Classroom rules:

1. Come to class prepared to learn. (Pencils/pens, paper, completed homework, being on time) 

2. Respect all property. (School property, personal property, and other's property) 

3. Respect everyone including yourself.

4. Raise your hand if you wish to speak.

5. A positive attitude about learning!

E-chalk, the school website will be an important recourse for course information, due dates and communication between students, parents & teachers. Students and parents will be able to check what is for homework and check grades via the class website and by emailing Dr. Piccirella directly.
Marking Period Grade Breakdown
Homework (25%)
All homework assignments are posted on the whiteboard by the door and e-chalk. There will be homework assigned every weeknight. All assignments will be checked and/or graded. Repeated missed assignments will result in parent contact. If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to obtain missed assignments from a classmate and to ask me for missed handouts.
Labs (25%)

Labs will be conducted during class time. Students are expected to complete the analysis and conclusion sections outside of class for homework. Extra help and additional time for laboratory activities are available during lunch. 
Projects, Tests & Quizzes (40%)
Exams will be given after every unit.  Quizzes will be given between tests.  All exams and quizzes are to be signed by a parent or guardian and returned the next day as a homework assignment. Projects will be done by students individually as well as in groups.  

Class work/Class participation (10%)
Class work/ participation and attitude will count toward your report card grade.  Come to class prepared and ready to learn.  Every day is a new learning day and students must come to science expecting to work.  When you arrive to class, place homework out on your desks. I use Blitz cards to spot check homework as well as checking for student understanding during the lesson.

Other important items

Valuable handouts will be given out throughout the year.  Students must carefully organize their handouts and keep them in their 3 ring binder.  There will be note book checks during each marking period.  Extra help is available during lunch, please see Dr. Piccirella if you would like to set up an appointment.

If there are any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact me at Casimir Pulaski at 914-376-8575 and leave a message or email me at apiccirella@yonkerspublicschools.org. I am looking forward to a great year!  
